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AUGUST 15, 1949 


TED BEATS SENATORS 
IN 11TH, 3-2 


Single Tops 2-Run Rally as Sox Gain Game 
on N.Y. 


By Hy Hurwitz, The Boston Globe 


Ted Williams put himself on the spot before 30,619 
customers up at fenway Park last night. But the Kid repaired the 
damage with a game-winning single in the last of the 11th to give 
the Red Sox their seventh win in succession by a 3-to-2 score in 
one of the season's top thrillers. 

Playing something resembling big league baseball the 
Washington Senators waged a stiff tussle in an effort to break the 
latest Red Sox winning streak. They tied the game at 1-1 in the 
ninth. Sid Hudson had pitched magnificently for 10 rounds. 

This important 19th win in the Red Sox, successful 23-game 
home stay, enabled them to move within three games of the 
league leading Yankees as the Athletics helped out with a 9 to 5 
win over the pacemakers in Philadelphia. 

In the top half of the 11th, Clyde Vollmer lined a curving 
drive to left field. Williams started late for the ball. He ran a bit to 
the left as the ball began to curve to his right. Ted had to sticjk 
his hands across the tricky liner. The ball was in his hands but 
being in awkward position, Ted was unable to hold it. 

This misplayed hit started the Senators off to a tie-busting 
run. So when tthe Sox came up in their half of the 11th they were 
bin arears by a 1-2 score. 

Fresh out of the hospital, little Willie Goodman a pro all the 
way, stroked a pinch hit double to inaugurate the 11th inning. 
Tom O'Brien was sent to bat for Joe Dobson. He was ordered to 
bunt Goodman to third. He bunted all right but it was a foul pop 
which Jake early caught for the first out. 


Nats Refuse to Pass Ted 


Another fair-haired Fenwayite - Dom DiMaggio kept the 
Red Sox in the race by clipping a fast ball on the button and 
rapping it high off the fence in left center. Dom's two-bagger 
brought Goodman home with the trying run, Al Zarilla rolled out 
to second as Dom moved down to third base. 

Now, it was Ted's turn to bat. There were two out and two 
bases empty. The Senators defied every strategical procedure in 
the game by refusing to load the bases on passes to "Big Slug" 
Williams and "Little Slub" Stephens. They even do it in the 
kindergarten but these Washington Senators don't play oerhodox 


ball. Maybe this explains why they've lost 29 of their last 33 
games. 

So Sid Hudson began pitching to Ted, much to the 
amazement of the baseball wise customers but to their delight 
nevertheless. The count was 1-1, when Hudson served up the last 
pitch of the most successful home stay of the season for the Red 
Sox. Ted met it solidly. He lined it a bit to the right of center and 
DiMaggio trotted home with the winning run. 

This was a ball game all the way. Hudson and Dobson 
pitched brilliuantly and effectively. Hudwon should have had a 
nine-inning shutout. For the first run of the night by the Red Sox 
was a gift from an old farm-hand from San Dente. 

The initial run was placed on the scoreboard in the fourth. 
With one gone, Zarilla sliced a drive down the left field line. It 
was a hit identical to the one he had stroked in the first inning. 
On the first occasion, he tried for a double and was rubbed out on 
a perfect throw from Roberto Ortiz to Sherry Robertson. 

Once again Zarilla streaked towards second. It was another 
gamble but the type which wins ball games. This time Zarilla 
made it and the Red Sox were able to go into overtime. Williams 
flied out after Zarilla's two-bagger but Vern Stephens hit a slow 
roller towards short. Dente came in fast for the ball. He didn't 
have a chance to get Stephens. Dente's throw was in the dirt and 
eluded Sam Mele at first base, rolling into the Sox dugout as 
Zarilla was waved home. 

For eight innings, Dobson had a two-hit shutout game, 
holding onto his one run lead. He ran into some tough luck in the 
ninth. Ortiz slashed one down the third base line. The ball struck 
the bag, preventing Merrill Combs from making a play on it and 
it went for a single. Buddy Lewis sliced a double just inside third 
base to send Ortiz to third. 

Dobson pitched well in trying to preserve his shutout. He 
fanned Eddie Yost. he handed Sam Dente an intentional pass to 
fill the bases, with the slow-footed Jake early coming to bat and 
being a good prospect for a double play. But Jake flied out to 
Williams against the left field fence and Ortiz scored after the 
catch to deadlock the game. 

After Willaims failed to hold Vollmer's twisting single in the 
11th, Dobson walked Lewis. Yost popped out and Lewis was 
piucked off first base to relieve pressure. Only Dente made up for 
his early miscue by singling to right and Johnny Simmons, 
running for Vollmer, slid home just ahead of Zarilla's throw to 
put Washington ahead, 2 to 1. But it was only a momentary lead. 


HIT AND RUN 


Joe Dobson was in distress for about five innings last night 
but stuck it out to receive credit for his 11th win of the year. . . .In 
the second inning, Dobson pulled something under his right 
arm-pit. . . .It was sore for about the next five innings. . . .There 
were times when he didn't think he could continue, especially in 
the sixth when he walked two men in a row and the Sox bullpen 


became active. But the lameness disappeared along about the 
eighth and Dobson survived. . . .The first hit off Dobson was a 
double by Ortiz to open the second and the next safety was a 
double by Sid Hudson with one gone in the eighth. . . Joe retired 
the Senators on six pitches during the third and fourth innings. . . 
Six Washington hitters in succession swung at Joe's first pitch 
and were erased. . . .[t helped Joe stay in the game for at the time 
he was laboring under painful difficulties. . . .It was Dobson's 
third win in an unbeaten season against the Senators. 
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MAY 30, 1981 


SOX HEAT UP, BURN 
FINGERS, BREWERS, 7-6 


By Peter Gammons, The Boston Globe 


All you have to know about this team, you could find out by 
looking around Fenway Park yesterday as Joe Rudi led off the 
bottom of the ninth inning with Milwaukee leading the Red Sox, 
6-1, and Rollie Fingers loosening up in the Brewer bullpen. 

None of the 23,718 had left. "Up and down the bench, guys 
were yelling, 'We're going to win this thing,'" said Dave 
Stapleton. In the bullpen, Tom Burgmeier told Mark Clear to 
keep throwing. "If they even think you're coming in, they'll score 
runs," he said. And Milwaukee manager Bob Rodgers was 
thinking about it too. "It seems," said Rodgers, "as if a lead in the 
late innings is a disadvantage against this team." 

And so it happened again. H.M. Stevens' favorite team 
started up again. Rudi scraped The Wall. carney Lansford got a 
hit. Then pinch hitter Dave Schmidt added another. All of a 
sudden, Fingers was in there with a 6-3 lead and a 3-0 count on 
Dwight Evans and. . . 

Well, that ball hit a guy wire between the screen and the 
light tower in left-center to keep from illegally crossing state 
lines. 6-6. In the 10th, Stapletin squibbed a ball inside the first 
base bag, the Kamikaze kids had pulled out a 7-6 victory over the 
Brewers, and anyone who hadn't known that everyone stayed 
around until the end now knows this: These guys may not win the 
pennant, but no one who lays his $6.50 down this year gets 
cheated, which is a lot more than you can say about the All-Stars 
of years past. 

"We may not win them all," said Clear, whose 7-0 record 
leaves him three games behind the Cubs in the all-important win 
column, "but we sure try." In one week, they came back from a 
6-1 deficit in the eighth Sunday, 6-2 in the seventh Monday, 3-0 
in the fourth Wednesday, 3-1 in the eighth Friday and 6-1 in the 
ninth yesterday. And they laughed when we said that Ralph Houk 
could talk the Red Sox into believing they could turn Lebanon 
into Luckenback, Texas, in a week. 

For the Brewers, this seemed like such a cut-and-dried 
game. They'd knocked out Frank Tanana, for whom the Red Sox 
have scored one or fewer runs in seven of his 10 starts, and 
scored two more runs off Chuck Rainey, Edgar Romero got 
Tanana for a three-run net job, Sal bando hit a solo shot, Ed Yost 
hit one off Rainey and a run scored on Stapleton's error - a rare 
run since the Brewers have scored 91 of their 209 (44 percent) on 
homers. Moose Haas - bailed out by one of the many incredible 
umpiring calls in the game when Larry (Ed Armbrister) Barrett 
called Jerry remy out on a force in the first that killed a 


bases-loaded, none-out rally - and Jamie easterly had gotten them 
to the ninth. The only notable aspect to that point was that this 
was an unusually dull game for the Red Sox. 

Rudi began the ninth with his fly ball that ticked The Wall. 
Lansford bounced a ball through the hole to make it 6-2, and after 
the struggling Stapleton flied out, extending his slump to 3 for 
27, Schmidt batted for Gedman and singled to center. Reid 
Nichols walked to load the bases. Remy bounced one to short, on 
which Robin Yount got the force, even though Romero was a 
step and a half off the bag. With a first-and-third, two-out 
situartion, Rodgers went to Fingers for the third straight day and 
20th time on the season (as much as Houk uses his bullpen, only 
Bob Stanley has more than 14 appearances, while Easterly and 
Fingers have 42 between them). 

Fingers, who could have lost Friday when Rudi nailed him 
for a two-run homer in the eighth, fell behind Evans, 3-0. "I've 
given him the hit sign a number of times in that situartion," said 
Houk. "Especially since he was the tying run, the wind was 
blowing out and it would have been tough for (Carl) Yastrzemski 
to hit one out." 

"I'd hit one homer on 3-0 (off Mike Willis in Toronto), 
maybe another," said Evans. "What I do when I have the green 
light is look for a particular pitch in a particular place. I look in, 
for instance, in one zone, Fingers is a great pitcher, but he threw 
one right down the middle where I was looking." The ball 
screeched out in five-eighths of a second, the 12th homer for the 
man who may be the second coming of Joe Hardy." 

All of which brought on Clear. "Any time I get in there," 
said Clear, who has six wins and three saves since May 4, "they 
start scoring runs." He struck out Yount. Then with the count 1-0 
on Bando, Rodgers oddly sent up Cecil Cooper, who popped up. 
Ted Simmons singled, and the count ran to 3-2 on Ben Oglivie. 
"With the runner going, I didn't want him jacking one into the 
gap," said Clear. So he threw the dead-fastball-hitting Benjy a 
3-2 breaking ball for strike three. 

Rice promptly dumped a single over second to lead off the 
bottom of the 10th. Enter another umpire. Rudi laid down a good 
sacrifice bunt, but Nick Bremigan called him safe at first, which 
sent players rolling onto the floor of the Red Sox dugout in 
laughter. Lansford's fly ball got Rice to third and brought 
Stapleton up. 

Curiously, Rodgers didn't walk Stapleton, although two 
rookies were coming up. Houk thought of squeezing, "but they 
could have pitched out four straight pitches." At 1-1, Fingers 
jammed Stapleton, who flared one between Cooper and the bag. 
The Sox shortstop shouted, "It's about time," and they'd won. 

They may not win 99 games, they may not win 90. But, 
damn, they are fun. 
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AUGUST 15, 1935 


BOB BROWN ALLOWS 
REDS BUT TWO HITS 


Berger gets His 26th Home Run And Braves 
Win 8 to 0 For Three in a Row 


By James C. O'Leary, The Boston Globe 


There were great doings at the Wigwam yesterday. 

First and foremost, Bobby Brown staged what looks like a 
comeback. He started the game against the Cincinnati Reds, went 
through to the end; turned in a shutout, thus scoring his first win 
in two years or more. 

He held the opposition to two hits, one of which was an 
infield affair, and for a time it looked as if he might get away 
with a no-hit game. 

For 4 2-3 innings nothing remotely resembling a safe hit was 
made against him. then Paul Derringer clipped a single to left. 
The other bingle was registered by Lombardi, who hit a grounder, 
which Urbanski blocked over near second, but could not handle 
for a play. 


Four Passes 


Bobby gave four bases on balls - one in the first, two in the 
second and one in the third, but none after that. 

This splendid performance of the Nantasket boy may be just 
what he needed to start a successful "comeback," but it was only 
one of several happanings in the game. 

Wallie Berger made his 26th home run of the season, with 
one on; Bill Urbanski also clicked a homer, and by defeating the 
Reds by a score of 8 to 0, the Braves made it three straight wins 
for the first time this season. 

They nicked Paul Derringer, the Cincinnati ace, for 13 hits 
and a total of 20 bases, in six innings. 

Their work in the field was perfect, that of Joe Coscarart 
being especially brilliant, and they looked more like a ball club 
than they have at any time this season. Lee, Berger and 
Thompson put up a great game in the outfield. Jordan and 
Thompson made three hits each, and Lee, Whitney and Coscarart 
made timely singles which drove in runs. So, take it all in all, it 
was a great day. 

A doubleheader between the same teams is on the program 
for this afternoon, the first game of which is due to start at 1:30. 
Cantwell and Betts are in line to pitch for the Braves, while 
Pollingsworth and Schott are due to work for the Reds. 

The Reds will be without the services of Jim Bottomly, who 
was called home in Missouri yesterday on account of the death of 
his mother-in-law. Billy Sullivan, the son of Billy Sullivan, the 
old Chicago catcher, will take his place at first base. 

The Braves got the jump on the Reds. In the first inning, 
after Urbanski had flied to center, Jordan singled to left, went to 
second on Thompson's out at first, and scored ahead of Berger, 
when Wallie made his 26th home run, a mighty wallop into the 
left field bleachers. 


Into the Bleachers 


In the third inning, Urbanski, the first batter up, hit a homer, 


also into the left field bleachers. In the fifth inning, the Braves 
got real busy. Jordan led off with a single; Thompson beat out a 
bunt; Berger struck out; singles in succession by Lee, Whitney 
and Coscarart drove in three runs, and another was scored when 
Spohrer was thrown out at first by Riggs; Coscarart was doubled 
up when he tried to make third on this play, but Whitney was 
over the plate with the fourth run of the inning, before the play 
was completed. 

A double by Jordan and a single by Thompson developed a 
run in the sixth. 

Freitas, a southpaw, worked the last two innings, and the 
Braves were set down in the order of their coming to bat. 

Brown was so good the Reds never seriously threatened to 
score. Only two of them got to see what second base looked like. 
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JULY 25, 1950 


BRAVES WHIP BUCS, 
7-2, AS SAIN WINS 13th 
ON 8-HITTER 


Tribe Collects 13 Hits, Copping Series Opener 
By Jack Barry, The Boston Globe 


Johnny Sain, in complete command, racked up his 13th win 
as he scattered eight blows to garner his fifth straight decision 
over the Pittsburgh Pirates, 7 to 2, at the tepee last night before 
18,461 fans. 

The cellar-dwelling Smoky City outfit rolled over and 
played dead for the 11th time in 16 meetings with Billy 
Southworth's Clan as Walker Cooper and Bob Elliott supplied the 
major offensive in a 13-hit attack on three Buc hurlers. 

Young Bill Pierro, rookie out of Indianapolis, tried for the 
second time to turn back the Tribe but was out of the ball game 
before retiring a man in the fifth. He was followed by Vernon 
Law and Hank Borowy, each being touched for a run. 


Climb to 3d Place 


The Braves thus hurdled the defeated Dodgers into third 
place by four percentage points, but their victory saw them lose a 
half-game to the twice-winning Phillies. That's the kind of a race 
it is. 

Sain was belted for a home run by a personal nemesis, 
rugged Clyde McCullough, but otherwise took charge, blanking 
Ralph Kiner, Gus Bell and Wally Westlake, the heart of the 
Buccaneer order in an even dozen trips. Only three times did this 
hard-hitting trio get the ball out of the infield. 

Johnny walked only one and fanned two as he unfurled his 
15th complete game to tie teammate Vernon Bickford for the 
loop lead in this regard. Cooper, hitting with his old authority, 
banged out three hard singles, batting in three runs, while Elliott 
had a double and two singles, all hard hit. He walked twice to 
reach five times. 

Earl Torgeson stretched his consecutive games hitting streak 
to 15, with a pair of singles and chipped in with a fine defensive 
performance. 


Sam Jethroe returned to action, although still showing a 
noticeable lump, and again provided the spark, clicking for two 
singles and batting in a run. 

Young Pierro staggered through the first three rounds, but 
his lack of control, found him pitching to the plate an excessive 
number of times and the pace told in the Tribal three-run fourth 
and two-run fifth. 

Pierro had left four Braves on base in the first three rounds, 
but walked cooper and Holmes to open the fourth. Big Coop had 
been down two strikes and a ball, but kept fouling pitches as did 
Holmes before they finally walked. 

Buddy Kerr sacrificed, but Sain was thrown out by Specs 
Dillinger, the runners holding their bases. Roy Hartsfield clipped 
a hard single to left for one run and took second on Kiner's 
useless throw to the plate. Hartsfield then was in position to score 
on Jethroe's left-center field single. 

Pierro started the fifth by walking both Elliott and Sid 
Gordon and there followed a hard left field single by Cooper for 
the fourth Tribal run. In came Vernon Law, who threw one a bit 
too close to Tommy Holmes' head and Tommy belted a long, 
hard double off the deep right-center screen. Law got out of this 
frame without further scoring but granted a run in the sixth. With 
one away Torgy singled to center, but was out stealing on a fine 
throw by McCullough. 

Elliott and gordon again walked in succession and Cooper 
whipped a hard ground single to right to score Elliott. Against the 
pitcher of Borowy, Coop again had a hand in scoring a run. 
Torgeson and Elliott belted hard singles and after Gordon's 
fielder's choice moved the runners up, Cooper went out on an odd 
play, Johnny Hopp to McCullough to Danny Murtaugh covering 
first, Torgy scoring. 

On this play, Hopp figured on forcing Torgy at home, after 
taking Coop's grounder, but did not notice that McCullough was 
standing about three yards in front of the plate. 
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NOVEMBER 30, 1969 


PATS TOP MIAMI, 38-23, 
KEEP TITLE HOPES 
ALIVE 


By Will McDonough, The Boston Globe 


TAMPA - The Patriots still have their dream. It was 
preserved for them yesterday with a clutch defensive effort which 
snatched a 38-23 victory away from the upset-minded Miami 
Dolphins in the final quarter. 

The Dolphins went into the fourth quarter leading by a point 
- 23-22. 

But here the Patriots' defense moved in to take charge - 
intercepting two passes (both by Larry Carwell) and blocking a 
punt (by Charlie Long). The ofense turned these moves into 16 
quick points in the big victory. 

The win allowed the Patriots to stay in the running for 
second place in the AFL Eastern Division. The Patriots now have 
four wins and eight losses. Second place Houston - the team the 
Patriots must catch - has five wins, five losses, and two ties. 

If the Pats win their last two games and Houston loses its 
last two, the Patriots will finish second and qualify for the AFL 


playoffs and a chance to get to the Super Bowl. 

The game - which saw the rapidly improving Pats collect 
their fourth victory in their last five games - was ragged. And in 
the end, it was the Patriots who made the most of the numerous 
mistakes committed by both sides. 

The Patriots' scoring came on three touchdown passes by 
Mike Taliaferro; two one-yard plunges for TD's by Jim Nance; 
and an insurance 13-yard field goal by Gino Cappalletti with less 
than two minutes to play. 

For three periods Miami got a great effort from sub 
quarterback Rick Norton. In the early stages Norton called an 
alert game and directed drives which and directed drives which 
allowed halfback Jim Kiick to score a pair of TD's on three and 
one yard runs. The third Dolphin TD came when flanker Gene 
Milton picked up a Kiick fumble on the Boston two, and 
advanced it into the end zone. 

It was Milton's TD which put the Dolphins in front, 23-22, 
in the closing moments of the third. 

Boston blew one chance to take the lead back when 
Taliaferro fumbled the ball away at the Miami one. But the 
Boston defense was hungry. Carwell, on the next Miami 
sequence, intercepted a Norton pass at the Dolphin 19 and ran it 
back to the three. Nance, on first down, cracked at the left side 
for the score, making it 28-23. Boston's two-point pass attempt 
failed as Tom Janik's toss to tight end Charlie Long was high. 

The Dolphins could still grab the game back with another 
score. Yet Norton, in his final five tries, would never get it 
beyond his own 40. 

With six minutes remaining, Miami tried to punt from its 
own end zone. Punter Larry Sieple fumbled the snap from center 
and Long blocked the punt which the Pats fell on at the Miami 
one. 

Nance, on the same play he scored on before, broke throgh 
the left side for the TD on second down, putting the game out of 
reach. 

But to be dure, carwell intercepted another Norton pass in 
the next series of downs and returned the interception to the 
Dolphin 15 to set up cappy's field goal. 

The game shifted by periods. Boston had command in the 
second and fourth quarters. Miami dominated the first and third 
periods. 

Miami with Norton sharp, charged out to a 16-6 lead in the 
first six minutes. Karl Kremser gave the Dolphins a 3-0 lead at 
5:27 with his 22-yard field goal climaxing an 80-yard drive. 

Two plays later, Pats' split and Charlie Frazier fumbled after 
a catch at his own 28, and Miami converted it into seven more 
points when Kiick scored from the one. Miami's conversion was 
blocked by Ron Berger so the score was 9-0. 

Boston bounced back quickly. from the Miami 46-yard line, 
Taliaferro unloaded a bomb to Ron Sellers, and the fine rookie 
pass catcher caught it at the 10 and dragged his defender in for 
the score. Now it was Miami's turn to block a PAT, Nick 
Buoniconti batting away Cappy's attempt. 

The Dolphins, in the opening minute of the second period, 
scored again to take their biggest lead, 16-6. This came after 
another long drive ended with Kiick running the last three yards 
for his second TD. 

The game went into the doldrums for the next six minutes 
before the Patriots got a great break. "The safety was a key play," 
coach Clive Rush said later. "We needed something to get us 
going." 

Kick returner Mercury Morris of Miami unwittingly 
provided the Pats' impetus. Morris caught a punt on his own five, 
tried to get away from his pursuers by scampering through his 


own end zone, and was eventually taken down by Art McMahon 
for two points for the Pats. 

Miami still led 16 to 8, but had to kick off to the Pats into a 
strong wind from its own 20 after the safety. The Patriots in two 
plays would come back for another TD. Taliakaferro launched 
this one with a 50-yard bomb to Frazier who outran his man 
down the left sideline Frazier took the perfectly thrown pass in 
stride at the 12 and romped home. Cappy converted, and Miami 
led by only one point - 16-15. 

This lead didn't hold up long. Taliaferro tossed his third TD 
pass of the half, a 14-yard shot to Bill Rademacher on a crossing 
pattern in the Dolphin end zone. This TD was set up by 
linebacker Ed Philpott who intercepted a Norton pass at the 
Dolphins one. 

But his halftime bulge - 22-16 - evaporated on the Pats in a 
hurry in the third period. 

The Dolphins, the second time they handled the ball in the 
quarter, marched 76 yards in 13 plays to go back in front, 23-22. 

Two pass interference penalties against Boston helped the 
Dolphins get into scoring position, and a lucky bounce got them 
the TD. Kiick, looking for his third TD of the day, tried to get it 
over left tackle at the Boston two. 

But Kiick fumbled, only to have teammate Milton gather in 
the ball and step in for the TD. 

It looked bad for the Pats at this juncture, but on came the 
defense, which has now played nine games in succession without 
allowing more than 25 points. 

"It was a great win for us. Taliaferro gave us a great game. 
But we can't start thinking about Houston. If we do, San Diego 
will knock us off next week,: Rusg said. 

Next week-end's chapter will unfold in two locations. First 
the Oilers play in New York Jets Saturday in the Atsrodome. On 
Sunday the Pats meet the Chargers in San Diego. 

Should the Pats win and Houston lose, this would bring the 
playoff spot down to the teams most interested - the Pats and 
Oilers who would wind up the season against each other in 
Houston 
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OCTOBER 7, 1979 


OWEN SAVES DAY, 
24-17 


By Michael Madden, The Boston Globe 


FOXBORO - Pete Rozelle has yeared for years for parity in 
professional football, for that blessed day when the NFL will 
finally practice Rozelle's "On Any Given Sunday. . ." golden rule. 
But what the Detroit Lions and the New England Patriots gave us 
yesterday was not football parity, but a parody of football. 

This was a game played with all the mistakes and none of 
the spirit of a Princeton-Dartmouth Ivy League opener. And 
when the interminable three hours and 26 minutes of Chinese 
water torture was over, the Patriots had a 24-17 victory gruesome 
enough to rank down there with any of the worst Giant-Jet games 
in history. 

Yet all the 24 penalties, the sad 19-for-47 passing stats, the 
dreary third-down efficiency rate that hovered at 20 percent and 
the miserable rain that created a Route 1 traffif jam three minutes 
before the half, this was a landmark game. Patriots quarterback 


Steve Grogan was yanked for the first time in his professional 
career. 

Tom Owen, the Patriot who has been a sub since before the 
first Nautilus was launched at Groton, was the quarterback who 
threw the winning six-yard touchdown pass to Don Calhoun with 
5:35 left in the game. When Patriots coach Ron Erhardt banished 
Grogan with 6:27 left in the third quarter and the Patriots trailing, 
17-14, it was the first time in four years and 57 games that 
Grogan had been sent to the sidelines when not injured or 
leading, 41-3. 

"I didn't bench Steve," Erhardt said diplomatically. "I just 
wanted to make a change to get things going. I've said all along if 
I felt there was a need to make a change, I'd do it. Steve will 
remain our starting quarterback and if I feel like I have to make a 
change, I'll do it. . .I'm just going to go with my gut feeling every 
week." 

Owen was surprised by the move. "When Ron told me to 
warm up, I thought he was thinking about later on, like in the 
fourth quarter," said Owen, who has been a backup since 1976. "I 
didn't think Steve was playing that bad and I was surprised that 
he was getting yanked." 

Grogan, although he mostly remained alone on the sideline 
after being benched, said he was not that upset by Erhardt's 
decision. "I'm not bothered by it," said Grogan. "I don't think I 
did anything terrible; I don't think what was happening was my 
fault. But maybe it was the best thing. . .I've always said that it 
was the best thing. . I've always said that to be a team player was 
the most important thing." 

This was a game decided by the officials as much by the 
teams (12 penalties assessed against each team). At the start, the 
officials took away from the Patriots as a 57-yard TD pass from 
Grogan (3 for 9 for 45 yards) to Stanley Morgan was called back 
because tackle Shelby Jordan was called for being in an illegal 
formation. 

Jordan, who said he had been called for being too far off the 
line of scrimmage, admitted he had been warned about the 
infraction by an official, "but I thought I was lining up normally." 
Three plays later, a 15-yard gain by Calhoun was called back 
because Jordan again was penalized for being off the line. 

In the second quarter, though, wide receiver Don Westbrook 
took the ball from grogan on an end-around, did his best Kenny 
Stabler imitation and fired a 28-yard lefthanded pass to Russ 
Francis, and New England had the ball at the Detroit three-yard 
line. Two plays later, Sam Cunningham bulled over from the one. 

Don Hasselback knocked the ball from Leonard Thompson's 
hands at the Lions' 12-yard line on the ensuing kickoff, the 
Patriots' Rick Sanford recovered and brought the ball down to the 
two-yard line before stumbling ("I spiked the ball anyway," said 
Sanford). Calhoun easily circled right end with 11:16 left in the 
half for the Patriots' second TD in 17 seconds. 

A 26-yard field goal by the Lions' Benny Ricardo closed the 
gap to 14-3 with 5:43 left in the second quarter and by now the 
drenched fans left by the thousands. It might have the rain and 
the lightning but the exodus just as easily could have been caused 
by the Patriots' piling up penalties faster than first downs and 
hitting on only 1 of their 10 third-down plays. 

In the third quarter, the Patriots slackened along with the 
rains. A perfect pass from Grogan bounced off calhoun's hands, 
Charlie Weaver picked off the deflection and ran the ball back 17 
yards to the New England 19. Detroit quarterback Scott Hunter, 
who had replaced Jeff Komlo, quickly moved his team to the one, 
dived over for tha TD and now it was 14-10. 

Three plays later, after the Patriots lined up in a no-huddle 
play, Grogan dropped back from his 12-yard line and was hit by 


Detroit's Al (Bubba) Baker while attempting to pass. The ball 
bounced into the end zone. The Patriots' Jordan had the first and 
best shot at it but overran the ball and William Gay recovered for 
the Detroit TD. 

On came Owen. He twice moved the Patriots into scoring 
range, but placekicker john Smith was wide both times on field 
goal attempts from 48 yards out. The Lions, unlike the Packers 
on the previous Monday, seemed unwilling or unable to put away 
the Patriots and New England took over on its 44-yard line with 
10:44 left. Two passes from Owen to Jackson for 16 and 11 yards 
helped set up the Patriots at the Detroit six and Calhoun then beat 
linebacker Weaver to the left flat for a six-yard scoring toss. A 
final interception by New England's tim Fox mercifully put the 
Lions out of their misery, cemented the Patriots’ fourth win 
against two losses and dropped Detroit to 1-5. 
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JANUARY 27, 1974 


ORR INJURY TAKES 
THRILL OUT OF BRUIN 
WIN 


X-Rays of Leg Slated Today. . Star To Miss 
All-Star Game 


By Francis Rosa, The Boston Globe 


It was another Bobby Orr Show. Even better than last 
Thursday's when the Wally Harris show pre-empted it. It was 
complete, with brilliance, excellence, excitement, and even a 
moment of horror. 

An injury to Orr. 

It may be more serious than the Bruins care to indicate 
yesterday. 

And Orr told a couple of teammates: "If it means another 
operation, I'll retire." 

Orr - and a line of fiery players (Terry O'Reilly, Chris 
Oddleifson and Don Marcotte) - lifted the Bruins to a spectacular 
5-3 victory over Philadelphia (West Division leaders) at the 
Garden yesterday. 

A national television audience which saw Orr's superior 
performance - merely routinely great - must have gasped when at 
16:20 of the third period, he was injured. 

Orr and Bill Barber of Philadelphia collided, left leg to left 
leg, about 20 feet inside the Boston blue line, and Orr had to 
leave the game. 

Orr at first was to go to Massachusetts General Hospital for 
X-rays, but these plans were later changed. Orr went home and 
was to report to the hospital today for the checkup and X-rays. 

"He will definitely will not play in the All-Star game 
(Tuesday in Chicago)," said Gen. Mgr. Harry Sinden. 

This is how it happened; Goalie Gilles Gilbert had kicked 
out of a Philadelphia shot, up the middle. Orr got to the rebound 
and pivoted to come out of the zone. At about the same time 
Barber, forechecking, was trying to turn. His left leg hit the inside 
of Orr's left knee and he went sprawling. 

"How is he?" asked barber. A bruise, according to the 
Bruins, low on the thigh. "I hope it's nothing serious," said 


Barber, "it wasn't an intentional thing." Barber got a tripping 
penalty on the play. 

The injury is to Orr's left knee (or thigh) - the one which was 
rebuilt two years ago. 

Back to the game. It was a classic. Rough and fast (after the 
first period) and had a little bit of everything, to wit: 

1. Orr scoring two goals, the second after a football-style 
strategy huddle. 

2. The Bruins rallying for three goals in the third period to 
take the game away from Philadelphia. 

3. The Flyers using a sub-goalie (Bobby Taylor) instead of 
Bernie Parent - and Taylor playing a rather remarkable game. 

4. Badman Dave Schultz of the Flyers taking a game 
misconduct penalty. 

5. A flurry of fights. 

6. The Bruins taking their cue from the hustling play of the 
Oddleifson line. 

To begin at the beginning. The Bruins outshot the bFlyers, 
16-5, in the first period, but the Flyers led, 2-1. "That's because 
their goalie was so good," said coach Bep Guidolin of the Bruins. 

Barber's second goal of the game at 6:14 of the second 
period made it 3-1 and then the momentum swung to the Bruins - 
it was not coincidence the change came with the appearance of 
the Oddleifson line. 

Orr got that one back at 8:50 on a sizzling slapshot from 55 
feet that caught up under the cross bar and popped out. From that 
moment on the Bruins took control, more and more. 

Now comes the third period and the football huddle. There 
is a faceoff in the Flyers' end and Orr calls O'Reilly and 
Oddleifson to him. Marcotte didn't make the meeting (sort of a 
lonesome end). "He'll be fined for that," laughed Oddleifson. 

Oddleifson gets the faceoff back to Orr in the middle and 
bang, the score is tied. And what a cheer rose up from the crowd. 
This was their man, doing his thing. There is nothing more 
beautiful in all of sports. 

Johnny Bucyk (10:31) sent Ken Hodge in with a marvelous 
pass through two Flyers and hodge connected with a 20-footer. 
It's the winning goal and all Hodge can say later is, "It's the only 
thing I did all day." 

Then a little frosting on the cake. O'Reilly helps Carol 
Vadnais fight for the puck along the right sideboards, comes out 
with it. "Then I saw a defenseman (I don't know who it was) 
rushing toward me," said O'Reilly, "and I passed across to 
Donnie (Marcotte)." Marcotte just steered it past Taylor. 

Gilbert guards the net all through this and at the end there is 
a final bit of strategy. The Bruins have a power play (on Barber's 
trip of Orr) and Guidolin and Esposito (Phil got his 43d in the 
first period)." "I just told him, ‘force the play, but don't get 
caught.’ We never stop trying to score, we just didn't want them 
to get a breakaway," said Guidolin. 

They didn't. 


